
Press Release 
School Commissioner Election Results 
 
The Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC) is pleased to announce the 
results of the 2013 School Commissioner Election. The ACCSC membership has elected the following 
three individuals from ACCSC-accredited institutions to serve as a School Commissioner: 
 

• Duane Kramer – Universal Technical Institute  
• Valerie Njie – Bidwell Training Center 
• Michael Pugliese – Platt College  

 
Duane Kramer and Valerie Njie have each been elected to a four year-term beginning on July 1, 2013 
and ending June 30, 2017, while Michael Pugliese has been elected to fill a vacant School Commissioner 
seat with a one-year term beginning July 1, 2013 and ending June 30, 2014.  Duane, Valerie, and Michael 
will join Elizabeth Hawthorne who was recently appointed by the Commission to serve as a Public 
Commissioner beginning on July 1, 2013. 
 

Duane Kramer currently serves as the Vice President of New Campus Operations and 
Education Programs for Universal Technical Institute. In this position, Duane is responsible for 
providing leadership for start-up and continuing education programs at UTI, as well as the 
training of campus presidents to ensure compliance with regulations and accrediting standards. 
Since joining UTI in 1999, Duane has served in a number of positions within the organization 
including Campus Director, Vice President of Education, and Regional Vice President of 
Operations. Duane has also been active as a volunteer with ACCSC since 2005 where he has 
served as a Team Leader on 18 on-site evaluations conducted on behalf of the Commission.  
 
Valerie Njie is the Executive Director/Senior Vice-President at Bidwell Training Center 
located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and brings over 35 years of experience in postsecondary 
adult technical education to the Commission. Throughout her career with Bidwell Training 
Center, Valerie has been one of ACCSC’s most active volunteers, serving as a Team Leader on 
more than 70 on-site evaluations as well as serving as a member of the ACCSC Appeals Panel. 
Based upon her dedication to career education and her support of ACCSC’s mission, Valerie 
was selected by the Commission as the Volunteer of the Year in 2009. Valerie is also active with 
the Pennsylvania Association for Adult and Continuing Education and the Pennsylvania 
Association of Private School Administrators. 
 
Michael Pugliese currently serves as the President of the Platt College system of schools with 
campuses located throughout Oklahoma as well as in Dallas, Texas, and as Southwest Florida 
College, a multi-campus system in Florida. Throughout his 30 year career in postsecondary 
technical education, Mike has served in various leadership roles in support of ACCSC's mission, 
including Commissioner, Team Leader, and Appeals Panel Member. In1995, Mike was selected 
by the Commission as the Volunteer of the Year due to his active role in the accreditation 
process as a Team Leader. Mike has also previously served as the Chairman of the Conference 
Committee for the Council of Recognized National Accrediting Agencies and has been involved 
with various committees for the Oklahoma Private School Association. 

 
Please join the Commission in congratulating Duane Kramer, Valerie Njie, and Michael Pugliese 
on their election to the ACCSC Commission. 
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